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SKIING, SNOW BOARDING TO P REASON W IN TER TRAVELERS V ISIT MONTANA
MISSOULA—
Hitting the ski slopes is the top attraction for nonresident winter travelers visiting
Montana, according to a recent report by the Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research at
The University of Montana-Missoula.
The report, titled “Winter Nonresident Travelers in Montana: Profiles and
Characteristics,” estimates the size of the winter traveler population, estimates winter
travelers’ expenditures and describes winter travel group characteristics.
To gather information for the report, ITRR researchers intercepted nonresident groups
at interstate rest areas, gas stations and Canadian border crossings. Air travel parties were met
in airports while waiting for departing flights from Montana. All told, 1,838 groups were
contacted between Dec. 1, 1997, and March 31, 1998, and 920 useable questionnaires were
returned for a 50 percent response rate.
The report found that the top-four Montana winter attractions were
skiing/snowboarding (22 percent), snowmobiling (20 percent), visiting family and friends (20
percent), and finding open space and uncrowded areas (14 percent).
Thirty-four percent of winter travelers were alone, 29 percent journeyed as couples and
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21 percent traveled as families. Ninety-eight percent of travelers were repeat visitors. Summer
and winter were the most popular seasons for past visits to the state.
The average daily expenditure in Montana per group was $96. Winter travelers spent
the largest portion of their money —23 percent — in restaurants and bars. Other large
categories of spending were gasoline and oil (21 percent), lodging (20 percent) and retail sales
(19 percent).
Of the travelers surveyed, 32 percent were passing through the state, 20 percent were in
Montana on vacation and 18 percent were visiting family and friends. Forty percent of winter
visitor groups were from three states - Washington (15 percent), North Dakota (14 percent)
and Idaho (11 percent).
The population of travelers used for the report was defined as those who entered
Montana by private vehicle or commercial air carrier and did not live in Montana at the time.
Excluded from the study group were those who entered the state in a plainly marked
commercial vehicle or train. Out-of-state college students living in Montana also were
excluded.
When each travel group was intercepted, researchers gathered information such as entry
location into Montana, group size and type, residence, travel method, purpose of trip, whether
this was a first visit, anticipated length of stay, direction of travel and planned exit from the
state. For more information about the report, check the ITRR Web page at
www.forestry.um t.edu/itrr.
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